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• Health disparities among Asian Americans often 

overlooked – even national health data often 

include Asian American in the racial category – 

funding is not distributed not even based with 

national and statewide demographics

• Vaccination become the critical factor against 

the pandemic based on the previous health 

equity research through endemics and will be so 

against upcoming endemics. 

• Grounded in practice and research: over the 

past decade, I’ve observed Korean American 

community engagement evolve into powerful 

intergenerational and interracial collaboration—

especially in response to anti-Asian hate.

• The HBM is a widely used theory that proposes a 

variety of psychological factors that affect people's 

health-protective behaviors. 

• Perceived susceptibility, perceived severity, 

perceived benefits, perceived barriers, and cues 

to action

o Perceived Susceptibility

Belief about the chances of getting a disease or 

health condition: “I might get COVID-19.”

o Perceived Severity

Belief about how serious the consequences of the 

disease are: “If I get COVID-19, it could be very 

dangerous.”

o Perceived Benefits

Belief in the effectiveness of the advised action to 

reduce risk or severity: “Getting vaccinated will 

protect me and others.”

o Perceived Barriers

Belief about the obstacles to taking the advised 

action: “I'm worried about side effects or cost.”

o Cues to Action

Triggers that prompt readiness to act: “A friend 

encouraged me, or I saw a flyer at church.”

• Is community engagement programs linked to 

vaccine confidence? If so, what programs?

• Do health beliefs mediate this link?

• N = 313, cross-sectional survey 

• Bilingual surveys (English and Korean), online and 

paper

• IRB approved and amendment requested after 

receiving feedback from the KAAGP about the 

huge language barrier. 

 

Korean American Association of Greater 

Philadelphia (KAAGP)

• Community Legacy & Impact

o Over 50 years of service in the Greater 

Philadelphia area

o Serves approximately 30,000 Korean 

Americans

o Culturally trusted and community-rooted

o Operates 14 programs, with 9 newly 

developed in response to evolving needs

Research Implications

• Participation ↑ vaccine confidence (p < .001)

• Age, education, status influenced outcomes

• Health beliefs mediated the effect

• Cues to action & perceived severity strongest 

mediators
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